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Below are some recent and notable industry and parliamentary issues in
healthcare field in South Korea.

The government’s push to enact a special law to compensate for
side effects of the COVID-19 vaccine

On 14 September 2022, National Assembly member Kang Gi-yun of the PPP* has proposed to enact a
special law that mandates state compensation for damages caused by COVID-19 vaccinations. The purpose
is to fully recognize the causal relationship between the COVID-19 vaccine and its side effects, which has
been previously downplayed by the government while redressing damages. In addition, it is notable that the
government has strengthened its post-vaccination management obligations — namely, shifting the burden of
proof to the Commissioner of the KDCA* in case of disputes over vaccine side effects.

Status of COVID-19 outbreaks in Korea

Until recently, the number of confirmed COVID-19 patients in Korea remained stable, hovering at around
20,000 cases. Despite this, the National Infectious Disease Crisis Response Advisory Committee held on 13
October maintained that the risk of respiratory virus infection and the flu is increasing as winter approaches,
compounded by prospects of increased reinfection rates at a time when immune defenses weaken. In
response, Jung Ki-suck (chairman of the above committee) stressed the need to prepare for the
simultaneous spread of COVID-19 and influenza through bivalent COVID-19 and flu vaccine uptake.

Highlights from the 2022 National Assembly’s Health and Welfare
Committee audit

1) Calling for the improvement of the generic drug patent extension system to
facilitate access to medicines

In the National Assembly audit of the Korean Intellectual Property Office held on 6 October, Chung Il-young
of the DP* (also member of the Trade, Industry, Energy, SMEs, and Startups Committee), pointed out that
the patent extension period for domestic medicines is longer than that of the U.S. and the EU, and hence
called for the improvement of the corresponding system in Korea. Chung stressed that Korea's patent term
extension is less structured than the U.S. and EU systems, which makes the public relatively less likely to
benefit from cheaper generic drugs. He urged the Commissioner of the Korean Intellectual Property Office to
at least follow the footsteps of exemplars in the intellectual property regime (i.e., U.S., EU) to improve the
system quickly so that Koreans can also benefit from generic drugs.

2) Criticism of the Cancer Disease Review Committee’s drug review

National Assembly member Kang Gi-yun of the PPP* (also vice chair of the National Assembly’s Health and
Welfare Committee), said that the Cancer Disease Review Committee undermined the purpose of the
economic evaluation exemption process and Risk Sharing Agreement (RSA). He added that although a
phase Il study is inherently impossible for anticancer drugs and rare disease treatments approved by the
Ministry of Food and Drug Safety, the Committee disallowed the provision of pharmaceutical benefits for
such drugs, under the pretext of there being a shortage of phase Il clinical data. He pointed out the measure
even damaged the Ministry of Food and Drug Safety's unique functions of evaluating the efficacy and safety
of drugs, adding that it flies in the face of the government’s policy agenda. Previously, the government had
pledged to improve patient treatment access to help fight life-threatening diseases via rapid registration of
such treatments.

3) Legal violations of startups such as Good Doctor and Doctornow

Kang Sun-woo and Shin Hyun-young of the DP* (also members of the National Assembly’s Health and
Welfare Committee), called for the government to rectify violations of the law, such as the prescription of
narcotic drugs (banned from prescribing remotely), since telemedicine treatments and prescription became
possible during the COVID-19 pandemic. This indicates that the National Assembly is more actively dealing
with issues related to people's lives and related fields are expanding. Thus, political trends and issues should
be dynamically monitored and response measures should be prepared in advance.

*DP: Democratic Party *KDCA: Korea Disease Control and Prevention Agency *PPP: People Power Party
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